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Demographic

• 300 Respondents, registered voters in the Chelsea 
School District from April 22-27, 2019

• Stratified Sampling - District Representation
– Age
– Children in CSD
– Children not in CSD but attending elsewhere
– Level of Schooling
– Household Income
– Gender
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               Likelihood of Voting
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How do you vote?
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                        What is the District’s Biggest 

Challenge?
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How do you feel about the  
current tax rate?
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                           How would you rate the current 
condition of the CSD Facilities?
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How would you vote right now 
if the District put an 81M Bond on 
the ballot in November?



Would you support or oppose these 
particular areas of spending?

Plan Components Total Support Ranking

First through Fifth
STR TOT TOT STR DK/

SUP SUP OPP OPP UND

$1 million would be spent on enhanced security at all District 
buildings, including installation of main entrance identification 
canopies.

50% 75% 20% 12% 5%

Underused space at the Washington Street Education Center 
would be renovated for student programs such as Robotics, 
Artificial Intelligence, Manufacturing and Career Technical 
Education initiatives, at a cost of approximately $2 million.

49% 72% 20% 13% 8%

Improvements; such as upgrading technology infrastructure in 
all buildings on a 5-year rotating cycle, along with the purchase 
of classroom technology and devices for students is planned at 
a cost of approximately $9 million.

44% 70% 23% 14% 7%

Additions would be built at all the buildings to facilitate 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math – or STEAM 
instruction - that would also be used for large group instruction, 
and student collaborative learning, at a cost of approximately 
$3 million.

42% 70% 23% 16% 7%



Would you support or oppose these 
particular areas of spending?

Plan Components Total Support Ranking

Sixth through Ninth
STR TOT TOT STR DK/

SUP SUP OPP OPP UND

The bond would provide an approximate ten percent cushion for 
non-immediate capital expenditures needs; such as the need to 
reopen Pierce Lake School due to increases in enrollment in the 
elementary grades.

42% 69% 23% 15% 8%

At Beach Middle School, the pool would be renovated and a new 
gym addition, including restrooms, would be built at a cost of $5 
million.

40% 68% 25% 15% 7%

The main entrance at Beach Middle School would be 
reconfigured and expanded to provide enhanced security and 
allow room for nearby space to be renovated to create agile and 
flexible STEM and project-based learning areas at a cost of 
approximately $2 million.

42% 67% 23% 13% 10%

Security upgrades would be made at North Creek elementary and 
the cafeteria and kitchen would be reconfigured for greater food 
service efficiency, as well as making furniture upgrades to 
provide an extended learning area for adjacent classrooms, at a 
cost of approximately $2 million.

40% 66% 23% 13% 11%



Would you support or oppose these 
particular areas of spending?

Plan Components Total Support Ranking

Tenth through Fourteenth
STR TOT TOT STR DK/

SUP SUP OPP OPP UND

$2 million would be spent at the High School to renovate the 
media center and convert it into a modern and flexible learning 
environment for students.

36% 62% 27% 17% 11%

Mechanical and structural work would be done at all buildings, 
including new roofs, windows, HVAC systems, paving and 
installation of indoor and outdoor high efficiency LED lighting at 
a cost of approximately $40 million. 

32% 61% 28% 15% 11%

To better accommodate both girls and boys sports programs, all 
the locker rooms and bathrooms at the Washington Street 
Education Center would be renovated, and new flex locker 
rooms would be added at a cost of approximately $1 million.

35% 60% 32% 21% 8%

The cafeteria and offices at the Washington Street Education 
Center would be renovated at a cost of $500 thousand.

32% 59% 32% 18% 9%

$7 million would be spent to construct space for a weight 
training room and an auxiliary gym at the High School.

19% 37% 51% 29% 12%
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Now that you know more about 
the areas that the money would 
be spent on, how will you vote?
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   How convincing are the 
proponents of the Bond arguments?
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      How convincing are the     
opponents of the Bond arguments?
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Comparison of Competing 
Arguments
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After hearing more about the 
bond, how would you vote?
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Voter approval at 60M vs. 80M
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Voter approval at 
40M vs. 60M vs. 80M
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       Recommendation

• What the foregoing survey results demonstrate is there is a 
realistic possibility of the Chelsea School District receiving 
voter approval for an $81 million proposal.  This possibility 
only exists, however, if the voters’ current perception of the 
condition of schools and facilities can be made more 
clear-eyed, and the advantages of classroom reconfigurations 
are sufficiently impressed upon them.  The data also indicate 
that requesting significantly lower bond amounts does little to 
improve the chances of garnering a net increase in the number 
of voters willing to support the measure.


