
August 21, 2021

Dear Staff/Families,

As we begin the new school year, we want to be clear that our shared goal as educators,
along with our public health officials, is to provide consistent in-person instruction and
services to students, young children, and families in a way that is as safe as possible for
all of them and our school staff. In-person learning during a pandemic cannot be completely
risk free, but we can work together to provide it as safely as possible. This means following all
Health Department guidance and maintaining a layered approach to our health and safety
protocols, including masking, physical distancing, improved ventilation, health screening,
frequent hand cleaning, and staying home if we feel any symptoms.

This week, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) designated Washtenaw
County as having a “high” rate of COVID-19 transmission -- their highest risk level.  The
Chelsea School District has consistently consulted with the Washtenaw County Health
Department as we continue learning about COVID-19 and its variants. After reviewing the
impacts of COVID-19 in our community, the CSD will follow WCHD’s updated quarantine
guidance for close contacts:

● For students who are close contacts of a positive case and fully vaccinated against
COVID-19:

○ No quarantine is needed if they do not exhibit any symptoms, but they should
wear a mask in school for 14 days after exposure or until a negative test result.
Families should have their student take a PCR test 3-5 days after the exposure.

○ Isolation is required if they are symptomatic and the student must take a PCR
test. If the test is positive, the student must isolate for 10 days from symptom
onset and should contact their doctor. If the test is negative, they should consult
with their doctor. If there is an alternate diagnosis (such as strep throat), they
may return once their symptoms resolve.

● For students who are close contacts of a positive case and NOT fully vaccinated
against COVID-19, quarantine is required. The Health Department has provided
schools two options:

○ Traditional home quarantine for at least 10 days from exposure to the positive
case. (Note: Traditional home quarantine is required for all household contacts.),
OR

○ In some situations (per parent and district approval), the student may stay in
school with mandatory masking and mandatory rapid antigen testing a minimum
of 3x per week during the required 10-day quarantine period provided that the
district has the capacity to perform the testing and cases are at a minimum.



As each case is unique, the determination regarding the quarantine/testing process will be
dependent on the circumstances of each case, and will be communicated in direct consultation
with the Washtenaw County Health Department.

In accordance with WCHD’s guidance, the Chelsea School District will be requiring universal
masking for all grades when the CDC considers community transmission “substantial” or “high”.
Therefore, the Chelsea School District will consider a “close contact” as:

● When masking is required during “substantial” or “high” transmission, someone within 3
feet of a COVID-19 positive person for a cumulative period of 15 minutes or more within
24 hours, except for in the cafeteria/lunch settings where 6 feet is considered close.

● When masking is optional during “low” or “moderate” transmission, someone is within 6
feet of a COVID-19 positive person for a cumulative period of 15 minutes or more within
24 hours.

Properly and consistently using masks and being fully vaccinated will greatly reduce the
likelihood of requiring quarantining at home. You can find an overview of WCHD’s revised
guidance on schools is available for your review here. Please remember that this guidance is
subject to change based on new recommendations from the CDC, the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services, local data trends and case transmission, or new information
regarding COVID-19.

In order to do our best to maintain in-person instruction as safely and consistently as possible,
we need everyone in our school community to do their part to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
This includes:

● Wearing a face mask over your nose and mouth at school.
● Completing a health screener if an employee or student becomes ill.
● If you are experiencing any symptoms, stay home. Seek appropriate testing or medical

evaluation.
● Maintaining physical distancing as much as possible.
● Practicing good hygiene habits like regular handwashing and covering sneezes.
● Reviewing what families can do to minimize COVID-19 risk for children in school.

The Chelsea School District and the Washtenaw County Health Department will continue
working together, and the Chelsea School District encourages everyone to do what’s
best for our entire school community.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership as we all work together to keep our
community safe and healthy.

https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/22038/WCHD-Summary-Guidance-for-K-12-Families-8-23-21-FINAL
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/22038/WCHD-Summary-Guidance-for-K-12-Families-8-23-21-FINAL
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/22037/What-families-can-do-to-minimize--COVID-19-risk-for-their-children-in-school?bidId=


Sincerely,

Julie D. Helber, Ed.D
Superintendent
Chelsea School District


