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Dear Chelsea School District Staff and Families,

I hope you all have been enjoying your summer!  It has been nice to reunite with family and friends. I am
going to resume my regular Superintendent’s Briefs starting today.  However, there will not be one next
Friday because we will be in New York for our daughter’s wedding!  We are very excited about our
growing family.

Thank you for the feedback I have been receiving via email. Your input is important as we embark on the
new school year.  Our district administrative retreat took place on Thursday and Friday this week and the
team is working hard to prepare for the return of our students and staff for the 2021-2022 school year.

Working with our students in the summer programs has been fantastic and we are thrilled to welcome
back all of our students to a five-day-a-week in-person model of instruction on August 30, 2021!  We are
preparing to roll out plans for accelerating learning across the district, professional development for our
staff, and enhanced extra learning options for our students.

Substantial Transmission
You have likely seen some of the guidance and recommendations that have come out from the CDC,
American Academy of Pediatrics, MDHHS and Washtenaw County Health Department. The Washtenaw
County Health Department has issued a COVID Advisory press release due to increasing numbers of
COVID cases in the county.  They utilize metrics to determine the phase (blue, yellow, orange, or red) and
have mitigation recommendations and requirements that align with each phase.

Washtenaw County is currently in the orange or "substantial" phase of Covid transmission. During this
phase, the WCHD is "strongly recommending" the use of masks in indoor spaces. As a result, the Chelsea
School District is also strongly recommending the use of masks indoors for all students and staff for our
summer programming and events, particularly when in crowded spaces. However, this is not a
requirement and mask wearing will not be enforced at this point. This recommendation is effective with
the release of this memo and not indicative of what our requirements or recommendations will be when
school starts.

https://www.washtenaw.org/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1731


As we head into the new school year, we will be referring to this CDC Covid Tracker website, relying on
the recommendations from our health professionals, and gathering community/stakeholder input when
making decisions related to these four (4) phases of COVID-19 transmission (low, moderate, substantial
and high) and mitigation recommended/required for each.

COVID Recovery Plan and Community Input Session
We invite you to hear a presentation on our COVID Recovery Plan next Tuesday, August 10, 2021, from
5:00-6:30 pm. This presentation will include our goals for the year. These goals focus on academic, social
emotional recovery, health and safety, and community engagement. We will present considerations for
COVID 19 safety protocols and would like to gather your feedback on these protections.  The Community
Input Session will be conducted through Zoom to allow for maximum participation.   The link will be
posted on our website early next week.

Thank you for your continued support and feedback as we prepare for a great year in the Chelsea School
District! Have a wonderful weekend!

IMPORTANT DATES
● August 10, 2021 - Draft COVID Recovery Plan and Community Input Session
● August 23, 2021 - Board of Education Meeting - 6:30 P.M.
● August 24 and 25, 2021 - Professional Development Days for Staff
● August 25, 2021 - Open House

○ 4:00-6:00 North Creek and South Meadows
○ 5:00-7:00 Beach and CHS

● August 30, 2021 - Students’ First Day

Sincerely,
Dr. Julie D. Helber
Superintendent

 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/

