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As I write this, our community continues to grapple with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Washtenaw County 
is seeing sustained elevated numbers of positive COVID-19 cases with increased hospitalizations at 
Michigan Medicine and St. Joseph Mercy Health System. Loved ones in our community - parents, 
children, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and friends - are fighting COVID-19, and each day, more 
and more people are confirmed positive.  
 
As a district, we recognize our immense responsibility to educate students, and the decision of providing 
face-to-face, hybrid or remote instruction weighs heavily on us.  We were thrilled to bring K-8 students 
back in a hybrid model in the fall and were looking forward to our high school students returning as well. 
However, we also recognize our responsibility to keep our students, families, staff, and community safe 
and healthy.  The stark reality is that local cases have not been decreasing with time and an increasing 
percentage (11%of children ages 0-17 are now contracting COVID-19.  
 
Hybrid and face-to-face instruction both increase opportunities for spreading COVID-19 among students, 
families and staff. While our community has seen limited transmission of COVID-19 within our schools, 
this has not been the case for districts across the state where more students have returned to face-to-face 
instruction.  Beyond general health and safety, this raises a concern for staffing the hybrid model as well. 
As staff members contract COVID or are quarantined, we do not have enough staff or substitute teachers 
to cover classrooms in an in-person environment.  Further, we feel that it is important to maintain some 
consistency with our instructional model for our students and staff, rather than transitioning in and out of 
these models.  We also understand the need for our families and staff to plan schedules. 
 
It is with great difficulty that we have decided that Y5/K-12 instruction will remain remote through 
the December holidays. We have seen spikes after Halloween and Thanksgiving and expect the same 
after the New Year.  Therefore, virtual instruction will continue through at least January 8, 2021. 
We will reassess the impact of COVID-19 in our community in early January with the Washtenaw 
County Health Department and local officials with the hopes of returning to hybrid on January 
11th. When we come back on the 11th, all students Y5/K-12 will be offered both hybrid and virtual 
models, unless otherwise directed by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services or 
Washtenaw County Health Department.  Throughout this suspension of face to face instruction, we will 
continue to safely service special populations in-person based upon need. Additionally, we will continue 
to rely on direction from MHSAA regarding athletics.  
 
We ask our community to help us reduce the spread of Covid-19 so we can resume in-person learning in 
January.  We know everyone is tired but there is hope in the near future.  If we all commit to wearing face 
covering, maintaining physical distancing, and using good hand hygiene we can reduce the alarming 

 



 

spread in our communities.  We want nothing more than to see all Chelsea School District students in our 
buildings.  We all long to hear their laughter and joy.  If we collectively commit to protecting each other 
and reducing the spread of COVID-19 over the next several weeks, we can see all our students in our 
buildings again soon.  We need your help and resolve to reduce the spread so our kids can safely come to 
school.  
 
Should you, your child,  or a family member become ill, please refer to the CDC’s recommendations for 
quarantine.  Staff and student illness should be reported in our screener during this time to help us 
maintain accurate and timely data.  
 
Please stay safe, 
Dr. Julie D. Helber, Superintendent 
 
COVID DATA- For those of you who are interested in exploring the sites we use for evaluating the 
data, they are referenced below.  The graphs and charts are stagnant in this communication, 
however the links will take you to ‘real-time’ data.  These sites are updated regularly so I encourage 
you to monitor the sites frequently to obtain the most accurate data. 
 
COVID ACT NOW  
https://covidactnow.org/us/mi/county/washtenaw_county/?s=1394373 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/scientific-brief-options-to-reduce-quarantine.html
https://covidactnow.org/us/mi/county/washtenaw_county/?s=1394373


 

 
Washtenaw County Health Department - Data as of 11/25 
https://www.washtenaw.org/3108/Cases 
231 confirmed cases and 8 hospitalizations reported in the last 24 hours (as of 
12/3 at 9:30 am) 
 
Harvard Global Health Initiative 
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ 
**We are in the 7th Congressional District 

https://www.washtenaw.org/3108/Cases
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/


 

 
 
Mi Safe Start Map 
https://www.mistartmap.info/?area=county%3Awashtenaw 
 

 
 

https://www.mistartmap.info/?area=county%3Awashtenaw


 

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Back to School Matrix 

 

 

 

 

 


