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December 31, 2021 (Volume 6, Issue 7)

Dear Chelsea School District Staff and Families,

First, I would like to wish all of you a Happy New Year!  As we embark on 2022, I want to thank all of
you for your cooperation and patience as we have navigated the pandemic now for the last two and a half
years.  This year we were determined to have our students learn in person, and we have been able to
accomplish this goal due to the mitigation strategies we have in place, along with cooperation from our
students, staff, and families.

As we embark on the new year, we are faced with severely increased cases in Washtenaw County and
across the state due to the Omicron variant.  The cases per 100,000 doubled from last week to 97.4, and
the positivity rate is at 11.99, the highest rate this school year in Washtenaw County. As of December 21,
the total population vaccination rate in Washtenaw County is 62.7%, and the rate for 5-11-year-olds is
48.5%.  You can monitor cases on our website in the Weekly Covid Data Capture.

We continue to stay focused on keeping our students in person and will start on Monday with this model
of instruction.  With that said, we must be cautious about maintaining in-person learning.  Diligence in
mask-wearing, spacing, hand washing, cleaning, quarantining, testing, and ventilation will continue.  We
will rely on our screener to monitor symptoms with students and staff.  Please stay home if you or your
student(s) are experiencing symptoms and use the screener. Our school nurses will follow up on all
screener notifications.  The state is implementing a “MI Backpack Program” and will supply school
districts with at-home rapid tests for students and staff.  We signed up for this program today and hope to
receive the rapid tests soon—more information to come on how to access the test kits.

The MDHHS has advised school districts to reconsider all large gatherings that may contribute to the
spread.  District administrators are discussing safety for these events.  We have been allowing audiences
and spectators at our events and have asked all attendees to wear masks.  Cooperation at our sporting
events with the mask requirement has been spotty.  Moving forward, we ask for your help in adhering to
the masking requirement.  We want to continue to allow spectators and audiences at events but do not
want to contribute to the spread that may prevent in-person learning.  For now, we will continue to
welcome our attendees, but we may need to change this practice depending on cooperation from our
Chelsea spectators and visitors.

I hope that you have been able to enjoy the holiday season safely.  We look forward to welcoming our
students and staff back to school on January 3, 2022.  If you have had an exposure or are experiencing
COVID symptoms, it is not too early to fill out the screener, which will help the district prepare for a solid

https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/return-to-school


start on the 3rd.  If you have any questions about Covid as it relates to school, please feel free to email our
school nurses at csdnurse@chelsea.k12.mi.us.

As always, thank you for your partnership. I am confident that we can continue to work together to keep
our students in school.  I wish you a very Happy New Year and a healthy 2022!

Sincerely,
Dr. Julie D. Helber
Superintendent
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