
 

Superintendent’s Brief 
Chelsea School District Families 
February 1, 2021 
(Volume 5, Issue 7) 

Chelsea School District Families,  

It has been three weeks since we have had all students/families who have chosen an in-person option back 
to school.  We have approximately 70% of our students across the district using our hybrid model and 
30% opting for all virtual.  

Over the past three weeks, the COVID data for Washtenaw County has been declining to 136.8 Daily/Million 

(risk level D)  and the positivity rate has come down to 5.6% (risk level A).  As you may have heard, several 

cases of the B117 variant have been found in Washtenaw County and our medical professionals are keeping a 

close eye on this variant. 

 

MI Safe Start Map 

  
Internally, our COVID Case Dashboard shows an increase in cases and quarantines across the district over the 

past couple of weeks. This causes difficulties with staffing our classrooms and our building administration, 

teachers, and staff  have worked hard to support each other by filling in for shortages on any given day. 

 

 

https://mistartmap.info/?area=region%3Adetroit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1InK4ryCh-nnQUpNC7WSK8lqyPN13DbbAqR0nfAEMMYQ/edit#slide=id.gab416db4df_9_1


 

Since the Governor’s announcement that our school staff would be elevated to the 1B list for vaccinations, we 

have been hopeful that our staff would have access to the vaccine soon.  This has moved slower in Washtenaw 

County than what we would have liked due to a shortage of the vaccine.  That said, about 20 identified special 

education staff have been vaccinated, we have given our 50+ staff list to the health department for the next 

round of vaccines and our 65+ staff have been contacted by St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea for their vaccine.  

 

St. Joseph Mercy Chelsea and the Washtenaw County Health Department are working on our behalf to focus 

on staff and communities on the west side of the county.  Pierce Lake has been identified as a vaccination site 

for this purpose.  We are currently working on the logistical considerations at this site.  At this time, we do not 

have exact information on a timeline for all staff to be vaccinated.  This information will help us in our efforts 

to outline a timeline for students and families for increased in-person options.  

 

While the CDC and our Governor do promote bringing students back to school if possible, it is important to 

note that both also recommend operational considerations that include restricting mixing between groups, 

modifying classroom layouts to keep students 6 ft apart, and limit crowding which includes one-way hallways 

etc... They also stress the importance of  working with the local health department.  We want our students to 

come back to full in-person learning as soon as it is safe and we know you do too. At this time bringing more 

students back would compromise the spacing recommendations by the CDC, Michigan Department of Health 

and Human Services and Washtenaw County Health Department.  With that said, getting our staff vaccinated 

is a step in the right direction and we will continue to work with the medical professionals and organizations to 

do everything we can to facilitate this sooner rather than later.  

 

We are hopeful that we will have more information this week regarding timelines for our entire staff to be 

vaccinated.  This will help our district administration and staff determine timelines to move forward with 

increased in-person learning for those who want this option.  As we move in this direction, we will need 

information from families as to your comfortability in sending your children to school knowing that the 

spacing guidelines and other mitigation factors will likely be compromised. This toolkit from the CDC may 

help you in this decision-making process.  

We will reach out with more information as soon as it becomes available.  Thank you for continuing to 

fill out the screeners and for notifying us when someone is ill.  This has been invaluable as we strive to 
keep our students and staff as safe as possible.  If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact me directly at jhelber@chelsea.k12.mi.us or 734-433-2208. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Helber 

Superintendent 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/global-covid-19/schools.html#anchor_1595698082991
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/decision-tool.html
mailto:jhelber@chelsea.k12.mi.us


 

 


