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(Volume 5, Issue 4) 
  
Each month, I will be sending out a Monthly Memo from the Superintendent’s office to communicate 
news and notes from the District Offices.  Communication is a key to facilitating successful organizations 
and you are an important partner in the work we do every day.  This newsletter will recap the previous 
month’s events and provide you with information about our efforts moving forward.  
 
This year, information will come in more frequently and rapidly because of COVID.  If something comes 
in that needs to be communicated outside of the monthly memo period, I will communicate this in a brief.  
 
COVID DATA 
This brief will focus on the increase in COVID-19 cases in the state and county-wide over the past two 
weeks.  You will see the latest data below. 
 

 

 



 

https://www.washtenawisd.org/covid-19/data-dashboards 
 

 
https://www.mistartmap.info/ 
 

 
**We are in the 7th Congressional District 
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ 
 



 

Health Department Meetings 
Chelsea School District leaders meet regularly with representatives from the Washtenaw County Health 
Department.  At our meeting last Friday, the health department focused on the increasing cases of COVID 
in both the State and County.  In fact, the cases are double what they were back in March when schools 
shut down.  We asked if they thought a shutdown was a possibility, considering the COVID case data, 
and they encouraged us to make sure that our school communities and staff are aware that a shutdown 
could happen.  While the Governor cannot move us back to Phase 3 because of a recent Supreme Court 
ruling, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has the authority to issue an Epidemic 
Order that would essentially do just that and move all school districts in Michigan back to all remote 
learning.  I encourage you to keep this in mind and have back up plans in place should that order be 
placed.  
 
Current Local School District Cases 
You can view our local Covid Case Dashboard at any time.  Each week’s data is on a separate slide, so 
you can look at current and past trends.  Remember that this Covid Case Dashboard only reports new 
cases for that week rather than cumulative cases for the district.  Again, we work very closely with the 
WCHD on all of the cases that are reported in this Dashboard.  We have had 5 confirmed cases of COVID 
since the week ending September 11.  None of these cases were connected to another case from the same 
location, which is why you will not see a Chelsea report on the School-Related Outbreak Reporting 
website.  An outbreak is only identified if two or more cases stem from the same location. 
 
The WCHD does all of the contact tracing for the local school districts.  If someone tests positive, the 
WCHD is notified, either by the individual, the school district, or by their lab results.  Once the health 
department has the lab results, directives on quarantining school staff and students are given and contact 
tracing is commenced.  
 
Students or staff may be quarantined if the health department determines that they may be a “close 
contact”.  After they contact these close contacts individually, it may be determined that they need to 
continue to quarantine, or they may be released from quarantine based on more information.  In addition, 
new close contacts may be asked to quarantine based on more detailed information.  
 
You will notice from our Dashboard that we had several students quarantined based on directives from 
the health department.  These potential exposures can come from school events and/or outside events.  At 
times, we have had multiple students quarantined because they live in the same household or residence. 
Other times, multiple students may be asked to quarantine because a student from another school district 
tested positive and competed in sporting events against our students.  
 
Quarantining students, and staff, is a preventative measure to protect the health and safety of everyone. 
 
You will also notice information on “Probable” cases on our Dashboard.  A probable case is one where 
someone was exposed to a positive case and is experiencing COVID symptoms.  These are noted as 
probable because we do not have a positive test confirmed for that individual.  In these cases, both the 
positive and probable cases are treated the same with a 14-day quarantine.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1InK4ryCh-nnQUpNC7WSK8lqyPN13DbbAqR0nfAEMMYQ/edit#slide=id.p
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98163_98173_102480---,00.html


 

 
Please refer to the Washtenaw County Health Department Return to School Toolkit to learn more about 
how we are managing and monitoring safety across the Washtenaw County school Districts and to 
reference scenarios provided by WCHD. 
 
What can you do to help? 
First of all, thank you for your diligence in either staying home or keeping your children at home if they 
have symptoms of COVID-19.  We appreciate your help in keeping everyone safe.  Secondly, if you or 
someone else in your household is sick and in the process of getting tested, do not send others from the 
household to school until you know the results of your test.  Third, be diligent in protecting your safety by 
limiting your exposure and by wearing a mask.  There are many events surrounding the holidays that have 
the potential to perpetuate spread.  Please use caution when attending special events during this high-risk 
time.  
 
What could cause a local decision to move back to remote learning in a classroom, school building, 
or district-wide? 
We would need to see evidence of community spread within a classroom, school building, or across the 
District. At this time we do not have any linked cases or evidence of spread within our classrooms or 
buildings.  All confirmed cases have been sourced to outside events.  Should we begin to experience 
linked cases, with guidance from the Washtenaw County Health Department, we may need to move 
classrooms, a building, or the district back to remote learning. 
 
Closing 
The Chelsea School District is doing everything we can to keep our students and staff safe.  So far, our 
mitigation plans have proven to be successful.  We continue to work in partnership with WCHD and seek 
their guidance when we have questions or concerns.  Thank you for your diligence in filling out your 
screeners and either staying home or keeping children home when you or a family member is ill.  Thank 
you for communicating with us and for your support.  
 
Finally, look for ways to build each other up instead of focusing on what might be going wrong. 
Everyone is going through a pandemic right now. We are all struggling and trying to do what is right. 
This is unfamiliar territory for all of us and we certainly don’t have all of the answers. Please continue to 
look for the positive, communicate it thoughtfully, and find the silver linings.  
 
Be safe, 

Dr. Julie D. Helber 

Superintendent  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TA4MakO3QzeEgDrKb-4k9N3EE-2AmlyF/view?usp=sharing


 

 
Important Dates: 
November 24, 2020 -  End of 1st Trimester 
November 25, 2020 -  No School for Students, ½ Day for Teachers (Records) 
November 26 and 27, 2020 - No School - Thanksgiving Break 
November 30, 2020 - Target date for High School Hybrid Implementation 
 

 

 

 

 


