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If there is a student in the classroom who has tested positive and they were in school within a 48-
hour period then contact tracing begins within the school. If the symptoms are present prior to the
COVID test, the 48-hour period begins with symptom onset.     
The school nurse, or human resources personnel, reviews seating charts from the administrator or
teacher and measures distance from the positive student to other desks in the room to establish
close contacts within the classroom. They also gather information on elementary specials, lining up
in the hallways (how much time), recess, lunch, and possibly the bus if they rode it. All of these are
considered points in time. At this point the WCHD and MDHHS are staying with the 6ft rule for close
contact and greater than 15 minutes during the school day. Any questions that are new or unique
are vetted through our contact at WCHD for additional guidance.  
Once close contacts are established the school principal, school nurse, or Assistant Superintendent,
will contact all families involved to let them know of the exposure.  

Quarantine decisions are individualized to the extent possible. In some cases only a few
students, or an entire class, may be quarantined because of the close contact. Please note
that currently, the CDC has released information about a three-foot radius, however,
according to WCHD quarantines are still established to a six-foot radius. After our return to
full face-to-face, the six foot radius may require larger numbers of students to be quarantined
due to the increased density of our students.  

There is also a letter sent to families in the classroom letting them know if they are a close contact
or if there was a COVID positive student in the room, but they were not considered a close contact.
These communications are specific to the students and staff that are in proximity to the COVID
positive case. In these letters quarantine dates and guidelines are given to help families know the
next steps.

According to guidance from Washtenaw County Health Department (WCHD), contact
tracing begins as follows:
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Once placed in “isolation” or “quarantine”, the student stays home and
the school nurse will follow up with them every couple of days to check
in on how the student is doing and if there are any symptoms
developing from the close contact.  
Washtenaw County Health Department has increased the quarantine
duration to 14 days from the time of final exposure.  
CSD Data Dashboard is updated daily. 
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Your child is in quarantine and starts to have symptoms?  
Get them tested immediately and let the school nurse know. Contact their pediatrician if they
are not feeling well to get other guidance. 
Isolate the child as best as you can to help stop the spread within your household. 
If your child is positive, their isolation time starts from symptoms onset; ie April 10 stuffy nose,
April 11 got tested, April 12 test came back positive. Isolation time is now from April 10-24 with
the release date being April 25. The rest of the family is now in quarantine at this point also.

A parent or sibling at home is not feeling well with COVID symptoms; sore throat, nausea/vomiting,
headache, fever, congestion, cough that is unusual for them.

Fill out your student/school screener indicating the symptoms so the school nurse and
administration for that school are aware and can contact you to help with the next steps.
Keep other siblings home until a diagnosis can be established either by the pediatrician or a
negative COVID test. This helps eliminate the possibility of spread and further contact tracing.

Your child has an exposure and is considered a close contact of a friend, family member or
extracurricular activities.

Please let the school and school nurse know as soon as you find out. Our nurse will be able to
help you with your quarantine time and answer any questions you may have during this time.
Don’t come to school but if it is your regular in-person day, please fill out the screener so the
school can keep on top of quarantine times and the health of families.
As mentioned above keep your child home throughout their quarantine time and watch closely
for symptoms. If symptoms develop, please let the school and nurse know.  

My child is in quarantine, does the rest of my family have to quarantine? 
Not necessarily. The other family members are considered a contact of a contact. Many times
this depends on the exposure, the age of the child in quarantine and the closeness of kids.
Many times siblings are allowed to come to school during the sibling’s quarantine. This is
something that is looked at by our school nurse who also consults with the local health
department for guidance in all cases. 

Common Questions and Scenarios we have been asked: 
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