
 
 

 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATE 
 

Chelsea School District Staff and Families,    March 11, 2020 

We understand that schools have an important role to play in promoting public health and in 

preventing the spread of disease in the local community. The coronavirus (COVID-19) situation 

continues to change daily in the U.S. and abroad and, as the level of concern increases with more 

U.S. cases identified, we are also intensifying our work in the Chelsea School District to 

emphasize daily health practices and to prepare for possible next steps to keep our students, staff, 

and families safe. 

At this time, Wednesday, March 11th, the Washtenaw County Health Department (WCHD) 

reports no confirmed cases of the coronavirus in our community or in the county. Two confirmed 

cases have been reported in Michigan, and we will continue to prepare for a more significant 

phase of the coronavirus situation across the state. 

The Chelsea School District is in continuous, close contact with the WCHD to prepare for timing 

and steps involved in any potential activity-related, school or district closures. We will alert 

students, staff, and parents if we receive health department direction related to a COVID-19 case 

connected to the Chelsea School District. 

What the Chelsea School District has already done: 

● Promoted the practice of daily habits to promote health by all individuals in the Chelsea 

School District, including frequent handwashing and remaining home when experiencing 

symptoms. 
● Established a leadership team to plan for next steps in addressing coronavirus in our 

school community. 
● Created a coronavirus update webpage on our main webpage at  

https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates  
● Intensified cleaning protocols for school facilities and buses. 

Continued efforts: 

● Closely monitor the local disease situation regarding COVID-19, including daily 

communication with the WCHD. 
● Monitor daily attendance data for the emergence of illness patterns within and across 

schools. 
● Remind students, staff, and all who visit our buildings to regularly wash their hands. 
● Remind everyone, including staff and volunteers, to remain home if they are sick. 
● Prepare for potential cancellation of events that attract large crowds and potential school 

closures in consultation with WCHD and other public health experts. 

 

What families and staff can do now at home and in school: 

https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates


 
 

 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based 

hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are unavailable. 
● Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or sleeve. 
● Routinely clean frequently touched surfaces. 
● All must remain home when symptoms are present and avoid close contact with any 

individuals who are sick. 
● Consult with a health care provider regarding additional precautions for medically fragile 

and immune compromised individuals. 

The health and safety of students and staff are always the top priority in the Chelsea School 

District. As the local COVID-19 situation evolves, we will coordinate with WCHD officials 

about potential event protocols and school closing and reopening decisions. At this time, the 

district is clarifying and confirming processes to ensure preparedness should any school or district 

closure become necessary. 

We believe it is our shared responsibility to do all that we can to protect the health of our 

students, staff and everyone in our community, particularly those who are most vulnerable. We 

will continue to publish updates to the community, and you can find more information including 

links to traveling and self-quarantine, how to speak with your children about the coronavirus and 

CDC and Washtenaw County Public Health updates on the main webpage for the Chelsea School 

District  https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates.  

Learn more about Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

● Washtenaw County Health Department’s Coronavirus Fact Sheet 

● Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’ Coronavirus website 

● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Coronavirus website 

 

Sincerely, 

Julie D. Helber, Ed.D 

Superintendent 

https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates
https://www.washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/15099/Novel-Coronavirus-COVID-19PDF?bidId=
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-71550_5104_97675---,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/index.html

