
 
 
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATE 
 
Chelsea School District Staff and Families, March 12, 2020 
 
I will continue to update you on important information on the status of the Coronavirus and the 
impact on our school district.  All updates will be placed in the Coronavirus Update webpage at 
https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates. 
 
Last night, the Governor declared a State of Emergency.  In her press conference show outlined 
several recommendations for organizations.  They are below: 

● Learn about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19, which include fever, cough and 
difficulty breathing. 

● STAY HOME WHEN YOU ARE SICK, and Individuals at risk of severe illness should 
consider staying at home to avoid others who are sick. 

● Regularly clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces, such as doorknobs, 
keyboards, cell phones and light switches. 

● Communicate and reinforce best practices for washing hands and covering coughs 
and sneezes. 

● Be sure to maintain a supply of medications, food, and other essentials in your house. 
● Cancel or postpone large gatherings, conferences and sporting events (e.g. 

events with over 100 people). 
● Reduce in-person gatherings and activities, especially for organizations with 

individuals at risk of severe illness. Consider offering video or audio of events. 
● Consider tele-learning or tele-work opportunities, where feasible. 
● Limit non-essential work travel. 
● If you care for a loved one living in a care facility, monitor the situation, ask about the 

health of the other residents frequently, and know the protocol if there is an outbreak. 
● Limit visitors at hospitals and other facilities to only those who are absolutely 

necessary and implement screening of visitors for temperature and respiratory 
symptoms. 

Considering these recommendations, it would be irresponsible for us to host events with 100 or 
more people or expose our students and staff to unnecessary risks.  The decision has been 
made to cancel or postpone the following events: 
 
 

https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates


March-April 6 Events Postponed or Cancelled 
● MSBOA State Solo and Ensemble 
● MiniVictorthon 
● Chelsea Area Players performance 
● Chelsea Ballet Performance 
● 5th and 6th grade Music Concerts 
● Company C Unplugged 
● Jazz Band Concert 
● All field trips 
● All staff conference travel 
● All Sports Banquets 
● All Sports Spring Break Trips 
● Super Saturdays 
● All Community Education Events 

 
In addition to these preventative measures, we will be restricting all non-essential visitors in the 
building, including Mystery Readers, parent volunteers, guest speakers, etc…There will likely be 
additional cancellations that will be announced in the coming days/weeks.  Please keep an eye 
on the website to see the most up to date information. 
 
As this situation continues developing and affecting communities around the country and the 
world, CSD administration shares your concerns and we are continuing to monitor the current 
COVID-19 situation closely with guidance from the Washtenaw County Health Department 
(WCHD), Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
Here is some important information from the CDC: 

● The CDC has identified two populations as at higher risk for serious illness with 
COVID-19: older adults and people who have serious chronic medical conditions like 
heart disease, diabetes, and lung disease. At this time according to the CDC, “there is 
no evidence that children are more susceptible to COVID-19. In fact, most confirmed 
cases from China have occurred in adults.” 

● The CDC has designated 3 clear risk levels related to exposure and recommended 
steps: 



 
● “Known community spread” refers to when it is impossible to trace how cases 

originated (i.e. no known travel exposure) and are most likely spread 
person-to-person. Isolation/quarantine are strategies used to mitigate community 
spread. 

 
Spring Break Guidance 
With spring break coming soon (March 30-April 3, 2020), Washtenaw County Health 
Department recommends conducting a risk assessment if you plan on personal travel either 
domestically or internationally by asking yourself: 

● If you have a vacation planned, have you reviewed the level of risk at the location to 
which you are travelling to? Please visit the CDC’s website to review their travel 
guidelines and travel FAQ at www.cdc.gov/COVID19.  

● If you are planning to go on your vacation, would you and your family be able to 
self-quarantine for up to 14 days after your return if it is necessary? What kind of 
planning would you need to do for work? School? Food and other essential items? 

 
Schools across the state are discussing the possibility of a full school district closure.  We will 
continue to keep you abreast of this situation.  Please know that we are working diligently to put 
plans in place in the event that this happens.  
 
I understand that this is a challenging and uncertain time for everyone.  We will continue to 
prioritize safety as we navigate this unprecedented event.  I am confident that, as always, we 
will work through this together. 
 
Continue to visit our website for the most recent updates. 
https://www.chelsea.k12.mi.us/updates 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie D. Helber, Ed.D 
Superintendent 
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